The Peninsular War
On pretext of invading Portugal, French troops were
passed through and into Spain, care being taken to place them
in advantageous positions and even to insert them into the
most important forts.
By November 2yth (1807) the French armies had flowed
into Portugal and occupied Abrantes; whereupon the Prince
Regent, deeming discretion to be the better part of valour,
placed the government of the country in the hands of a
Council of Regency, and removed himself and his court to
his dominions in Brazil.
He escaped in the nick of time, sailing from Lisbon just
as the French under Junot entered it, and without the smallest
disturbance occupied the city. Portugal was now in the
hands of the French. The first game was to Napoleon.
Events were now happening in Spain which were shortly to
give him the * rubber'.
The Spanish royal house was divided against itself and split
up into rival factions; the faction of the King and Queen and
Godoy, and the faction of Prince Ferdinand, the heir apparent.
The latter, who hated Godoy, and had a strong party to
support him, caused the royal favourite to be thrown into a
dungeon; after which he forced the King to abdicate, and
placed himself upon the throne.
The dethroned Monarch now appealed to Napoleon for
support, who on pretext of discussing the situation by per-
sonal interview, at Bayonne, lured both parties, usurper and
usurped, out of Spain and into France where they fell into a
pretty little trap.
The rest was easy j with Spain full of French armies,
Napoleon had only to follow his fancy, which was to remove
the crown from Bourbon brows, and place it upon the head
of his brother, Joseph Bonaparte; the Spanish Royal Family
being kept in safe custody in France.
These doings, however, did not meet with the approval of
the people of Spain, who now awoke to the fact that they had
been betrayed and their country given up to the foreigner.